SWAFFHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL o 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31ot«  DECEMBER,  1947. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths „ » .RoG.  Townend,  MoR.C.S.,  LcR«CcP. 
Sanitary  Inspector .....  ...... .B«Fa  Hudson,  A. R.  San,  L  ,  M.S.I.A.  , 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st.  December,  1947. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  RRE-a 

Ar  oa  0  <j  0  000. 0  00  0  .ooo  o.  oe. o.oo..  o«7^9^  acres 

Pvesident  Population...  ....o...  .  ..  ...cc.c.o.  . . .  ••••••2 032 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  . . . . . . .  . .  • .  .l00‘6 

Rateable  Value ...  ..............  .  . .  . . . . .  .11, 796 

Product  of  Penny  Rat  e. . . .  . . . .  .... ......... .  .£47 


Swaffham  is  a  Market  Town,  the  centre  of  a  large  agricultural 
district,  upon  which  industry  it  chiefly  relies.  The  only  other 
industries  of  any  note  carried  on  in  the  area  are  a  Canning  Factory 

and  Malting, 

Transport  facilities  are  supplied  by  the  L.  &  N.E.  Railway 
Company,  the  Eastern  Counties  Omnibus  Company  and  other  bus 

services. 

The  town  is  supjplied  with  gas,  water  and  electricity  by 

Statutory  Companies, 

The  Council  owns  a  Cemetery  and  Recreation  Ground. 


Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  Legit imat e ... 30  19  1 5  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate, ,  2  2  population. • .12,1. 


Stillbirths. .......... . . •  11-  31*2  per  1,000  total  births. 

Deaths. ••••••••••••**••« .42  21  21  15*9  Pcr  1»000  popuhtion. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Cuasess- 

Deaths .  Ro.t#  per  1,000  total  births 
No,  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

No.  30  other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  a ges- 

Aix  infants  per  1,000  live  births, .......... ................. .62.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. ........ .33*3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. .... *00  e 

-Ho£ith s  from  Cane er  ( al  1  ages ) ,  i . . . . .  3 

11  Mcasi es  ( all  ag cs),,.<*  .»  .»..»•» .000.  .0. ........  Ni  1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..,.  1 

•Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age).., . . . .  Nil 


11 

11 


;i 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Staff,  VV 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  part-time!-  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  also  carri'es  out  the  duties  of  Highway  Surveyor  and 
Building  Surveyor  and  is  a  full-time  Officer  of  the  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Swaffham  Ambulance,  staffed  by  voluntary  drivers 
and  members  of  the  St.  Johns  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society,  continues  to  -do  invaluable  work,  The  present 
ambulance  is  heavy  and  old  and  a  new  one  is  required  when  and 
if  such  is  procurable. 

Nursing  in  the  Horn e 

The  District  Nurse  continues  to  do  most  efficient  work. 

As  previously  stated  there  is  much  too  much  for  one  nurse  to 
do  and  there  is  actually  enough  work  now  for  three.  The 
present  nurse  is  most  grossly  overworked  having  to  add  to  her 
already  large  district  by  taking  on  outside  areas  from  time 
to  time.  The  Council  may  remember  that  I  bitterly  attach**! 
the  mo£e  or  less  forcible  retirement  of  the  Castleacre  rmr^o 
who  continues  to  do  excellent  work  in  a  private  capacity. 

The  shortage  of  nurses  is  so  acute  that  again  I 'reiterate 
that  her-ret irement  was  a  mistake. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

A  Monthly  Welfare  Cliwiio  is  rum  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council-, 
Hospital 

The  Cottage  Hospital,  having  three  female  and  seven  male 
beds,  still  continues  to  carry  on  and  is  a'  boon  to  the  district. 
King's  Lynn  and  Norwich  hospitals  receive  cases  that  cannot  be 
dealt  with  at  Swaffham  while  the  County  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital  drains  infectious  cases.  The  lack  of  Xray  at  the 
hospital  is  grsatly  felt’,  and  much  petrol,  money  and  inconvenience 
could  be  saved  if  such  were  made  available. 

SANITARY  C I RCUMS TAITC'E S  ■  OP  THE  AREA 
Wat  er 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Swaffham  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd.  The 
water  is  chlorinated  at  its  sources  and  the  limits  of  supply  is 
within  a  radius  of  1,500  yards  from  the  Market  Cross,  There  is 
no  softening  or  filtering  treatment  and  the  town  is  supplied  by 
gravity  from  a  14,000  gallon  elevated  storage  tank. 

as  a  result  of  work  done  by  the  Company ' following  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Inquiry  in  1946  a  24  hours  supply  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  "  ' 


A  combined  system  of  Sewerage  Exists  in  the  Council's  area. 

A  new  6"  diameter  sewer  was  la-id  in  Theatre  Street  to 
receive  the  drainage  from  houses  and 'bungalows -being  built  by 
brivate  enterprise.  Building  Plot  owners  who  would  benefit  from 
trie  laying  of  this  sewer , entered  into  agreement  s  with  the  Council 
to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  work,  if  and  when  they 
developed  their  plot-s. 
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Drainage  &  Sewerage  Contd . 


A  stoppage  occurred  in  the  sewer  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Market  Place,  This  sewer  lies  alr.iost  directly  under  the 
line  of  Chestnut  Trees  and  the  cause  of  the  trouble  was 
tree,  roots.  The  stoppage  was  released  by  rodding  and 
dragging  with  a  sewer  devil.  The  trouble  will  recur  and  the 
only  cure  will  be  to  relay  the  pipes  and  encase  in  concrete 
or  relay  with  iron  pipes.  There  is  another  alternative  and 
that  is  the  taking  down  of  the  trees,  but  as  this  group  of 
trees  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  Swaffham,  I  think  they  should 
be  preserved  at  all  cost. 

The  White  Hart  Lane  sewer  was  also  a  source  of  trouble 
during  the  year.  The  trouble  here  was  sil ting-up  ov/ing  to  the 
gradient  being  about  1  in  400.  The  condition,  of  the  sewer  was 
greatly  improved  by  dragging. 

The  Council  has  been  aware  for  some  time  that  the 
Sewage  Works,  consisting  of  irrigation  and  depending  entirely  on 
evaporation  and  soakage  for  the  disposal  of  the  effluent,  were 
inadequate  and  out  of  date.  At  the  close  of  the  year  a  report  ha-; 
been  obtained  from  a  Local  Civil  Engineer,  (This  latter 
together  with  a  report  prepared  by  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  considered  by  the  Council  early  in  194-8  and  the 
result  was  that  a  firm  of  Consulting  Engineers  were  appointed 
to  prepare  a  scheme). 

A  good  deal  of  trouble  was  caused  in  October  by  the 
influx  into  the  Lynn  Road  sewer  of  a  fairly  large  quantity  of  tar 
or  tar  emulsion  from  the  Gas  Works.  The  attention  of  the 
Company  was  drawn  to  Section  2 7  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^9 
but  on  receipt  of  a  letter  of  apology  from  the  Company  assuring 
the  Council  that  there  would  be  no  further  trouble,  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

Closet  Accommodation . 

The  position  v/ith  regard  to  closet  accommodation  remains 
about  the  same.  Approximately  10  pails  were  converted  to  water 
closets  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  has  continued  as  in 
previous  years.  One  horse  and  cart  and  two  men  are  engaged  on  • 
this  work  and  the  number  of  dust  bins  is  approximately  985* 

Salvage  has  been  collected  during  the  year.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  the  question  of  collection  by  mechanical  means  was 
being  considered. 

Housing . 

During  the  year  20  new  houses  were  completed  by  the 
Council  ahd  5  "by  private  enterprise.  In  addition  one  large 
property  wao  converted  into  four  flats. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  to  existing  houses  by  the 
use  of  informal  notices  served  on  owners  3  37  cottages  were 

dealt  with,  in  this  way. 

Council  and  private  property  suffered  fairly  extensive 
damage,  first  by  the  very  severe  winter,  and  later  on  in  the 
year  by  a  hurricane  type  gale.  a 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
Inspection s , 


Informal  Remarks 
Rot ices. 


Drainage 

33 

6 

4 

Work  ’done.. 

Factories,  Workshops 
and  Bakehouses, 

29 

5 

4  work  done 

1  pending. 

Slaughterhouses  & 

Butchers'  Shops. 

201 

. 

Food  Shops. 

TO 

1 J 

2 

Work  dene. 

Cowsheds  Dairies  etc. 

14 

3 

Work  done. 

1  new  cowshed 

Verminous  &  Filthy 
premises . 


Housing 

Infectious  Diseases 
Rats  &  Mice, 

Public  Houses. 


4 

102 

I 

9 


37 


2 


Civil  Building  Control 


Factories  Act,  .123.7* 


erected. 

Family  event 
ually  left 
district . 

32  work  done* 

Report  to  M.OH 

Work  done  by 
Agricultural 
Committee# 

y 

Work:  not  don 
but  agreemen 
reached  in  ' 
each  case  for 
n  ew  c  0  n v  e  n  ievrxv 

Reports  to 
Committee, 


There  are  24  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

^  .  These  were  all  inspected  during  the  year.  Two  informal 
nonces  were  served  on  owners,  in  both  cases  a  bakehouse  was 
involved.  In  one  case  the  work  was  done.  The  other  was  in 
connection  with  a  very  old  bakehouse  which  required  extensive 
alterations  and  repairs  to  bring  it  up  to  standard. 

1 no  owner  was _ approached  with  regard  to  this,  in  the  first  plac 
P  ^ginning  of  the  war,  but  difficulties  and  restrictions 

ra  anV  Further  ac.tion  being  taken.  The  owner  has  now 
-Sjoou  0  cairy  out  the  necessary  work  and  the  tenant's 
1  ficulty.of  being  able  to  carry  on  his  business  while  the 
v/ork  is  being  done. was  met  as  it  was  possible  to  arrange  with 
another  bakehouse  in  the  town  to  bake  his  bread  for  him. 

There  were  no  cases  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND 
Milk  Supply, 


.SUHIRVISION  OF  FOOD 


rhe  of  the  registered  premises  were  inspected  during 

e  year  ana  ms true  Lions  given  to  limewhite  etc  .  when  necessary 
p^Q+iS  eral  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from  the 

Phn!^n+1Sing  Plant  the  Limes  Dairy  and  in  each  case  the 
Phosphatase  and  Muiny June  Blue  Tests  v;e re  satisfied. 


O  -JJ 


Meat  and  Oencr  Moods. 


oliopo  s  o  1  au gh t  c  r  h  ou  s  e  s  and  Bakehouses  have  Been  regulerlv 
inspected  during  the  year  and  usually  found  to  he  clean 
and  tidy. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  d  CONIGMEED 


c -^ttle .  Sh  e  cpd  Larah  s . 


Approximate  number  k:llcd. 
Approximate  number  inspected. 

A1 1 _ diseases  except 

Tuberculosis . 

Whole  carcases  condemmed. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemn®! 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis , 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  car cases  condemmed 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  w as  condemmed 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  9 


419 


419 


741 

741 


Pigs 


22 

22 


8 

80 


9 

37 


21 .  Ofo 


3 


p 


6,2% 


1 


p  '  c 
a  o 


9  *7% 


2 
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MEAT,  OBPAL  &  OTHER  POODS  COMBE'  I  ED . 

Carcases  or  parts  of  carcases •  ©»»« „ • • 0 • 0 0 •  * 5^64  lbs* 
0  1.  X  a  loOOCOOO«OCOO*tt#fi#00  3609  0  •  •  ©  eooCOOGCfOOOtS  0  1  B  S  « 

-1  llllie  Ct  iOOCi?j9oeooflo6oowo©ocdoac»oeop*oft9oc«dvOO  ?  0  ^  t  1 1 1  1 

C 1 1  eese©  c  oc  o  o  o  oo  oooc»coc.oo*crc»c  ••©•©•  «!>*»€©•«  0  lbs® 

Bacon »  0  « ,  ©  ©  ©  *  *  <>  <>  c . © . .  2>Q  lbs* 


o  o  o  •  •  a  o  o  i»>  *  Q  0 


...  40, 


"REV  ALE  BCE  OP,  &  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  d  OTHER  /DOSeASES 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  / 

_______  N c t if table  disease s  during  the  year  1947  f _ _ 


Bis  ease 


Scarlet  Pever  _ 

Whooping  Cough _ 

D  i  phtheria _ _ _ 

Erysipelas _ 

Measles"- 

Pneumonia 

Pu erperal  By r sxTv. 

Jaundice 


Total  Cases i  Cases  admitted 
notified.  i  to  hospital. 


1 

*12' 


~4 


T 


Total 

Deaths 


i 

•  — 


T 


Contd 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.O.  TOWNEND. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


